CHAPTER XXIV

MORE  OF LIFE  IN  LONDON

AT the meeting of the Irish parliament this year (1773)
JLlL an absentee tax was proposed, that is, to make all
persons who resided out of Ireland but drew their fortune
from thence, pay four or five per cent upon the amount so
drawn. This measure, although a popular one in Ireland,
was strenuously opposed by many men of rank and conse-
quence in England, amongst whom the principal leaders were
the Duke of Devonshire, Marquis of Buckingham, Earl of
Bessborough, Earl of Upper Ossory, Lord Milton, and
several opulent commoners. These noblemen and gentle-
men, who all received large incomes from Irish estates,
united their abilities and influence in opposition to the
passing of the act. They met at the Marquis of Rocking-
ham's in Grosvenor Square to consult upon, and adopt,
those measures most likely to be effective. Through the
recommendation of Mr. Edmund Burke, I was employed at
Lord Rockingham's upon this occasion upwards of a month,
attending daily from nine in the morning until ten, eleven,
or twelve at night. My chief business was copying circular
letters, and assisting in making them up, sealing, and
directing. I sat at the same table with the Marquis, who
I found to be a most affable and pleasing mannered man.
During such my attendance in Grosvenor Square I had
thrice the honour of dining with the before named noblemen
and others who constituted the Committee. The other
days my dinner was served for me in a small chamber
adjoining the drawing room in which I wrote. One of the
days that I dined with the Marquis, I was much pleased with
some delicious ale which his Lordship said had been brewed
at Wentworth (his seat in Yorkshire) upwards of twenty
five years before. It was so soft and grateful to my palate
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